Crow Creation Myth

Long ago, before the world was destroyed, there lived a character named Old Coyote-Man.  He built a boat, and when the boat was finished it began to rain.  It rained so long that eventually all the mountains were covered with water except for one point on a high peak where Old Coyote-Man’s boat eventually came to rest.  Two ducks swam toward him, and he asked one of them to dive down and find some earth.

One dived three times unsuccessfully and was never seen again.  Old Coyote-Man asked the other one to dive, and it was successful on the fourth try.  Old Coyote-Man threw the dirt around him and it became the Earth.  Then he traced out rivers and hills and all the landscape as we know it.  From the mud he made the buffalo, horses, and all other animals.  He fashioned a male and a female, and also a wife for himself.  He made teepees for the people from leaves, and created bows and arrows and all the tools necessary for native peoples to live.

When enough children were born, old Coyote-Man divided them into tribes and settled them in a great circle with one tribe in the center, the Crow tribe.  All the other tribes became their enemies, and Old Coyote-Man showed the Crows a dance that was to be performed over every enemy that was killed.

