Writer’s Craft
Course Overview
	Mrs. Hastie

	Email: hastiev@hdsb.ca 
Website: http://mrsvhastiesclass.weebly.com/ 
	Telephone: 905-877-6966 ext. 256

	
	Office Hours: Period 2, Period 4, or before and after school by appointment
	Office: English Office - Room 204A (across from Room 203)


Welcome to Writer’s Craft! Hopefully you took this course because you like to read and write, want to improve your writing, and want to learn about different styles and methods of creative writing. It is your instructor’s express hope that your time spent here this semester will open new avenues for your creative expression, and help to hone your talents and skills as a thinking and feeling writer!

Unit I:  Introduction to writing in various short forms
Our initial unit will feature notebook writing on a daily basis, so that we can become accustomed to writing regularly. Each student will be asked to engage with and respond to a prompt. A prompt may include; however, is not limited to: short phrase, quotation, question, situation, image, song lyric, etc. 

You will complete 3 shorter descriptive pieces of original writing, which we will study, in workshop style, discussing and analyzing various professional and amateur models to aid you in the completion of this first portfolio of writing.

Concurrent Unit: Research a Writer 

You will research a writer and complete:

A research scrapbook, including an annotated bibliography

Unit II: The Short Story 
We will examine a selection of short stories and write at least one original story.

Focus of this unit will be characterization, plotting, narrative voice, and story structure.

Unit III:   Poetry 

This unit features contemporary poetry. 

Students will complete an original chapbook of poetry.

Unit IV:  Writing for Stage & Screen
This unit will introduce you to the basics of scriptwriting, including format and structural demand of writing in this genre. Students will produce a story synopsis or “logline”, a “pitch”, and several scenes from a screenplay.

Unit V: CPT  
A week-long, in-class, polished “reflection” on your entire course experience
Unit VI: Final Exam
An elaborate writing prompt- students choose a format (ss, sp, memoir) and write an original 1500 word piece.
