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Profile of a HERO

Characteristics:

· Extraordinary courage

· Strong in body
· Skillful in use of weapons
· Bold and courageous in action
· Loves the fight and danger
· Is human (has flaws)
· Knows what sorrow is
· Tries to correct his failings
· Close enough to the people that they sympathize with or resent him
· Patience in exasperating situations
· Insight into others’ points of view, especially foes
· Exceptional ability developed through extraordinary effort
· Risks life/fortune/reputation for the sake of truth/justice
Archetypal Pattern of a Hero’s life:

· Child of distinguished parents (often divine or royal)

· Conception and birth often difficult/unusual

· Often prophecies that the child will threaten father

· Attempts are often made by father or mother’s father, to kill him but

· He is spirited away/surrendered to water and

· Saved by animals/raised by foster parents in a far country

· Upon reaching manhood he returns or goes to his future kingdom

· Will often find parents/seek revenge on father

· After a victory over father/king of country/giant/dragon etc.

· He marries a princess (often daughter of king he kills) and becomes king

· At first reigns without incident and makes laws but

· Loses favour with gods/people and

· Is driven away from throne and city and then

· Meets a mysterious death (often at the top of a hill)

· His children (if any) do not succeed him

· His body is not buried

The concept of a hero in a particular society represents a collective idea of the “ideal man.”  The hero is larger than life.  He has weaknesses (sometimes cruel/foolish).

